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Orchard Flying Fox Netting Program fully subscribed 

 
The Rural Assistance Authority (RAA) has today announced the NSW Government’s  
$7 million Flying Fox Netting Program to protect commercial fruit crops has been fully 
subscribed. 
 
RAA Director, John Newcombe, said premier fruit growing regions across the state, 
including the Central West, South West, North Coast and the Sydney Basin have 
benefitted from the program and are now better protected from flying fox damage.  
 
Prior to the March 2015 election, the NSW Government committed to extend the project. 
The delivery of this commitment contributed to an overall funding package of 
approximately $7 million. 
 
“Since implementation in 2011, the NSW Government has invested $7 million which has 
funded 126 successful applications from 75 fruit growing businesses, seeing 636 hectares 
of throw-over and fully secured netting installed,” Mr Newcombe said. 
 
“The netting program’s popularity has seen the scheme fully subscribed prior to its 
proposed completion date on 30 June this year, bringing the program to a close.” 
 
Mr Newcombe said the RAA is continuing to contact growers to ensure that approved 
funding is expended prior to the closure of the program. 
 
“I strongly encourage fruit growers to complete approved works and seek reimbursement 
from the RAA for their expenditure by 15 June 2016,” he said. 
 
“Farmers are using innovative ways to reduce the impacts of flying foxes and netting is 
one way to help reduce impacts on grey-headed flying foxes, which are listed as 
vulnerable under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act. 
 
“We are pleased that the Flying Fox Netting Scheme has delivered such beneficial 
outcomes to the state’s valuable fruit industry and our wildlife.” 
 
Funding for this program has been provided through the NSW Environmental Trust, and 
administered by the RAA over the last five years. 
 
Assistance continues to be available for flying fox netting works through the popular Farm 
Innovation Fund, which the NSW Government allocated a further $250 million to in 
February 2015.  
 
For more information, visit www.droughthub.nsw.gov.au or contact the RAA on 1800 678 
593. 
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