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ADDITIONAL RURAL SUPPORT WORKERS TO  
ASSIST DROUGHT-STRICKEN COMMUNITIES 

 
NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, today announced the appointment of 
three Rural Support Workers to assist drought-affected communities. 
 
Ms Hodgkinson said the NSW Liberal and Nationals Government has taken steps to ensure 
farming families receive vital on-ground support during times of hardship, including the expansion 
of a $14.6 million package of emergency assistance measures to 23 local government areas and 
the far-western Unincorporated Area.  
 
“The appointment of these Rural Support Workers will support communities dealing with the 
exacerbated drought conditions in NSW,” Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“In addition to the two staff members recently appointed at Orange and Goulburn, we have also 
recently appointed a person to a new position in Tamworth, to ensure that the Northern 
Tablelands and Upper Hunter regions are better serviced.” 
 
The appointments include: 

• Mr David Wiedemann, a new position based at Tamworth, and will cover parts of the North 
West, Northern Tablelands and Upper Hunter regions;  

• Mr Ted O’Kane, who has replaced the previous Rural Support Worker based at Goulburn 
and will cover the Southern Tablelands region; and  

• Mr John Hamilton, who will fill a new position based in Orange to cover the Central West 
region.  

 
“Their extensive experience and expertise will ensure a proactive approach in assisting 
communities to deal with the drought by providing families with advice and access to services,” 
Ms Hodgkinson said. 
 
“The Rural Support Workers will help farming families, farming businesses and communities to 
develop skills, provide personal support and basic information to build resilience. 
 
“The support workers will also connect farmers with Local Land Services officers, who can deliver 
on-farm support and advisory services such as livestock and pasture management advice and 
information. 
 
“Rural Support Workers understand that managing personal wellbeing is of great importance and 
will work with its partners to help rural people to understand how best to manage their health and 
wellbeing as well as their farming assets.” 
 
Rural Support Workers are available across the State, located at Broken Hill, Hay, Albury, 
Orange, Dubbo, Coonabarabran, Goulburn, Tamworth and Grafton.  
 
For more information visit www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/emergency/drought 
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