Transport Subsidy
Animal Welfare
Guidelines
1. Objective
To provide a subsidy on the transport of stock to sale or slaughter for animal welfare reasons

2. Assistance Available
A subsidy of up to 50% of the total freight cost to a maximum of $20,000 per farm enterprise per
financial year is available to eligible primary producers.
Claims may be submitted no more than six months after movement of the stock.

3. General Guidelines
A subsidy is permanently available where:•

Animals are at significant risk in terms of animal welfare;

•

There is little or no feed and/or water available. (This includes both pasture and stored fodder);

•

Animals leave the farming enterprise permanently; and

•

The enterprise demonstrates a significant financial need.

4. Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for assistance you must demonstrate that:
•

You are the owner and/ or operator (eg. lessee) of a farm business in NSW

•

The business operates as a sole trader, partnership, trust or private company and trades
agricultural products

•

You are claiming in relation to farmed animals appearing on the most recent Land & Stock
Return.

•

The business is registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a primary producer, and have
an Australian Business Number (ABN).

•

The owners and operators of the business earn more than 50% of gross income from the
primary production enterprise under normal seasonal conditions.

•

You can provide confirmation that you are in financial need by either being in receipt of a Farm
Household Allowance (FHA) or being an eligible client of the Rural Financial Counselling (RFC)
service.

•

You can pay for the cost of transportation prior to lodging a claim for the rebate.

•

You can provide proof of payment with the claim form.

5. Animal Welfare Provisions
•

The claimant must provide confirmation that the removal of livestock is necessary for reasons
of animal welfare. Animals must be at a Fat Score 2 or below, except dairy cattle where the
Body Score must be 3 or below.
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•

The claimant must obtain verification of an animal’s fat score, at, or before, the point of sale or
slaughter. Verification can be provided by the abattoir, by a stock and station agent, or by a
veterinarian.

•

Can confirm that the transport of stock from the property is for sale or slaughter.

•

Stock must be transported to the nearest available sale yard or abattoir.

•

The subsidy is not to be used for the transport of stock that are not fit to travel. Stock owners
must always comply with the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979. In determining whether
stock are fit to travel, primary producers should refer to the Department of Primary Industries’
‘Welfare Scoring’ and the Meat and Livestock Association’s ‘Is it Fit to Load’

6. Payment and Transport Provisions
•

Payment of assistance can only occur upon production of tax invoices for transport expenses
incurred.

•

Tax invoices from stock and station agent/ saleyards/ abattoir must also be provided and can
include fat score details.

•

Claims must be made within six months of the movement of stock.

•

If an ABN is not supplied, the rebate will be reduced by an amount equivalent to the highest tax
rate, which is subsequently forwarded to the Australian Taxation Office.

•

The subsidy will be paid for road transport at a rate of 50% of the total amount paid to the
carrier or costs for an owner driver. If transport rates are considered excessive, the cost will be
determined at 50% of the maximum rate for transport as outlined in Table 1 below.

•

In the case of an owner/ driver, payment will be provided in line with the km rate table below. A
copy of the registration certificate for the vehicle used to transport must be provided.

Table 1: Maximum kilometre rate for transport
Gross vehicle mass
(T)

<2.5

<4.5

<6.5

<8.5

<10.5

<12.5

Amount per km

$1.00

$1.40

$1.80

$2.00

$2.20

$2.35

Gross vehicle mass
(T)

<14.5

<15.5

<22.5

<27.5

<42.5

<42.5

Amount per km

$2.55

$2.65

$3.00

$3.40

$4.00

$5.00

•

The amount to be paid is the GST exclusive amount.

•

The subsidy is available only for the loaded portion of journeys.
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7. Exclusions
•

Transport of fodder for stock (including bees) to drought affected properties.

•

Transport of domestic water to drought affected properties.

•

Transport of drinking water for stock (including bees) to drought affected properties.

•

Transport of stock to or from agistment

•

Commercial feedlots are not eligible for the subsidy.

8. To Apply
Applications and claim forms can be submitted online, by email, post, or in person. Applications and
claim forms that have been emailed and submitted online can be tracked most efficiently.
Email:

rural.assist@raa.nsw.gov.au

Post:

Locked Bag 23, Orange NSW 2800

In Person: 161 Kite St, Orange NSW 2800

9. Fraudulent claims
By signing the claim form, you are declaring that the information provided in the form and supporting
documentation is true and accurate. Providing inaccurate, untrue or misleading information may be a
breach of criminal law for which serious penalties may apply. If information provided in a claim or
supporting documentation is found to be inaccurate, untrue or misleading, legal action may be taken
against you, including action to recover the subsidy.

The sale or slaughter of livestock in situations of animal
welfare can be distressing.
Farmers and their families are encouraged to seek help from
their local General Practitioner or from the NSW Mental
Health Line on 1800 011 511 in times of difficulty.
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