
 

 

Supporting evidence for Commercial Beekeepers ORC Red Zone – 
Review Process under the Rural Assistance Authority  

 
 

AHBIC is providing the following information to assist commercial beekeepers in providing 
evidence for red zone ORC reviews under the Rural Assistance Authority.  This information is to 
assist beekeepers in navigating the ORC process and doesn’t guarantee a successful review.  The 
review process can only be assessed based on the information you provide to the Rural Assistance 
Authority, so ensure you provide all the relevant information, if in doubt about its relevance then 
provide it. 
 
Description supporting provided evidence: 
Provide a clear and concise written description of what you would normally do with your hives for 
honey production in spring.  Describe why you think the provided foregone honey figures are not 
suitable for your enterprise.  Be specific and reference the biosecurity/production records you 
have provided. 
 
What evidence do I need to provide for a review of my foregone honey payment? 
The review panel needs ‘auditable and clear’ information to determine eligibility for additional 
ORC payments.  Maintaining clear biosecurity records is a legal requirement of keeping bees in 
NSW.  These records provide a clear and auditable source of information for the panel. 
 
In the case of a beekeeper requesting an additional forgone honey payment, it is suggested that 
the following evidence is provided as a minimum.  Providing this evidence doesn’t guarantee 
additional payments. 

• Biosecurity records demonstrating honey production (at a site or load level) from the same 
location in previous seasons. 

• If the hives would normally have been moved but haven’t due to restrictions, provide a 
plan for where the hives would have typically been moved to (remembering that Almond 
pollination is not eligible under the ORC) including: 

o Typical date/month you would normally have moved the bees and locations you 
planned on moving them too. 

o Records of actual sites and locations (may need evidence from previous biosecurity 
records that the sites exist). 

o Evidence of past production history for the site you planned on moving the bees 
too.  This could be in the form of biosecurity records at an apiary, load or site level. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
The cost of production figures doesn’t accurately reflect my enterprise. 
To demonstrate your business has a lower cost of production than assumed in the ORC (50%) you 
should provide the following information: 

• Business tax return demonstrating your gross income and gross expenses for the 
previous season. 

• Indicate how many hives you manage in your business. 

• Clearly describe your cost of production and income from the previous season 
expressed on per hive bases.  Calculate your cost of production percentage. 

 
Claiming a higher value for equipment 
If your equipment has been destroyed and you believe the value of the equipment destroyed is 
higher than provided under the standardised ORC value then providing the following information 
will assist your claim. 
 

• Tax invoice for the purchase of the equipment destroyed.  This equipment must have been 
purchased within the previous year and can be flat pack price. 

•  

• Ideally you could provide some evidence to show that gear purchased was destroyed.  For 
example, a photo of the site or internal records showing the introduction of the new 
equipment. 

 
Claiming a higher value for the honey forgone. 
Currently the ORC framework is assuming a honey price of $6.50/kg for both honey on the hives at 
destruction and for the foregone honey.  Claiming a higher price for honey will require a lot of 
evidence to be successful including: 
 
Suggested evidence for higher value honey on hives at destruction 

• A plan of the where the hives have been through biosecurity records including specific site 
location (GPS marks helpful). 

• The specific floral species present at each of those sites. 

• Biosecurity records demonstrating previous production of higher value honey from those 
sites. 

• Invoices to demonstrate the value of the honey previously produced ie packer sales 
invoice. 



 

 

• Biosecurity records demonstrating the last extraction of those hives and any evidence that 
would show there was honey on the hives. 

 
 
Suggested evidence to demonstrate a higher value of honey forgone 

• A clear plan of where the hives were going to be placed during spring. 

• Records of actual sites and locations including evidence from previous biosecurity records 
that the sites exist. 

• Description of floral species present at each site.  Description should be more specific than 
just Manuka. 

• Biosecurity records demonstrating previous production of higher value honey from those 
sites. 

• Invoices to demonstrate the value of the honey previously produced ie packer sales 
invoice. 

 
What’s NOT eligible as evidence 

• Quotes – quotes can be easily manipulated and are not considered as evidence under this 
framework. 

• Speculation – it is important that any claims are backed up with solid evidence.  

• Supply issues – the delayed supply of equipment from resellers due to supply chain issues 
is out of the control for the response and ORC’s.  The ORC’s cannot make payments due to 
any expenses incurred through long delivery periods. 

• Forgone honey beyond 3 months – there are 26 affected parties (industries and 
governments) that are funding the full ORC payments, including the honey bee industry. All 
these parties have agreed to the 3 month period.  To have this period extended we would 
need to request additional funds under the Response Plan through the National 
Management Group.  This is unlikely to be approved. 

• Loss of income for Pollination Contracts does not form part of the ORC payment. 
 
Who is paying for the ORCs 
The honey bee industry is signatory to the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD).  This 
deed allows for the cost of the response to shared by all the effected parties, in this response 
there are 26 affected parties.  The costs are shared proportionality across all these parties which 
include the honey bee industry, pollination reliant industries and all governments.   The honey bee 
industry component comes our honey levy which will likely need to increase to pay our share.  
 
The NSW DPI is the lead agency and is managing the response on behalf of these 26 deed 
signatories. 


