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$15 MILLION BOOST TO REOPEN EWIR SCHEME AND 
DROUGHT-PROOF FARMS 

 
The State’s primary producers will have access to further crucial on-farm support 
through the Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate (EWIR) Scheme, after the NSW 
Government today announced $15 million to reopen the popular program.  

 
Deputy Premier John Barilaro said the NSW Government is building a stronger safer 
regional NSW and this funding ensures farmers can build water structures and 
become more drought resilient.  

 
“The EWIR Scheme proved to be an incredibly popular program, and I’m very excited 
for our primary producers that the NSW Government will reopen it,” Mr Barilaro said.  
 

“We have committed an additional $15 million to the Scheme to provide farmers with 
the infrastructure they need to withstand intense dry periods – because while many 
areas have emerged from drought, the next one will inevitably come. 
 

“We will continue to work with the Commonwealth Government and I hope that they 
can match our funding commitment to ensure farmers receive the best outcome.”  
 
The EWIR Scheme will be administered by the NSW Rural Assistance Authority (RAA) 

and will provide eligible primary producers access to a 25 per cent rebate, up to 
$25,000, on new purchases and installation costs of new water infrastructure. 
 
Minister for Agriculture Adam Marshall welcomed the $15 million in funding from the 

NSW Government and said the news would be well received by the State’s farmers.  
 
“The effects of drought will be felt for many years, and the Scheme will help primary 
producers be more resilient both now and for future dry periods,” Mr Marshall said. 

 
“This is $15 million of drought-proofing infrastructure support to help industry not only 
survive, but thrive in our unique Australian conditions.”  
 

Mr Marshall said the NSW Government would work with the Commonwealth to ensure 
an additional 845 applications made last year could be processed as soon as possible.  
 
“The NSW Government will work closely with the Federal Government to ensure that 

those more than 800 farmers won’t be left out of pocket,” Mr Marshall said.  
 
“That’s an additional $5 million of bores, dams and pipes on farms across NSW so 
that they are better prepared for drought events.”  



 
The NSW Government has committed more than $4 billion in drought and water 
infrastructure support.  

 
The final program is subject to the Commonwealth’s own budget processes. Further 
information on the program including guidelines and information on eligibility will be 
available on the RAA website. 

 
It is anticipated the program will be open to applications in July 2021. 
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